
What an amazing year this will be for the staff, students and families of Garner  

Elementary School!  We are off to a wonderful beginning!  I am excited as I visit 

classrooms to see students ready to learn!  Our school has an additional 60 minutes 

of reading instruction to assist the children, which is separate from the 120 minute 

literacy block.   The reading opportunities throughout the school day will allow  

students to become even stronger comprehensive readers.  My focus this year is to 

assist our students in becoming literate in reading, writing and mathematics.   

Students will be held to high expectations and parents, I need your help in holding 

the children accountable.  

Attendance 

Please allow for the children to be to school by 7:35 a.m. This will give them ample 

time for breakfast and early morning tutoring, reading time and library checkout  

before the first bell rings at 7:40 a.m.  Gates open at 7:15 a.m. for student entry. 

Please note the Code of Student Conduct 2014-15 (Section 2.14) states, “A tardy is the 

absence of any student at the start of class.  Excused and Unexcused tardies will be 

defined the same as excused and unexcused absences (p.13).”   

Tardies will eventually equate to absences.  I need the children present and on time 

so that they may learn. If possible, please allow for the children to remain until the 

end of the day, 2:45 p.m. 

Student Dress 

Current uniforms are Garner T-shirts or polo shirts (blue, white or green) worn with denim 

blue jeans, black or khaki bottoms (shirts tucked, belts worn if loops).  Garner student 

uniforms will be transitioning to one uniform next semester (spring) to Hunter Green 

polo tops and Khaki bottoms with closed toe/heel shoes. The varying colors of T-shirts 

that students currently have will still be used for Spirit Days and or other special 

times.   

Thank you parents for your cooperation and willingness. With all of us working  

together, the children will reap great reward. 

This will be a year to remember! 

 

Dr. Crystal Richardson 

Principal 
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September 

1st 

Holiday 

 

10th 

Early Release Day 

12:15 p.m. 

 

15th 

Open House and  

Interim Pick Up 

Title 1 Annual Meeting 

 

18th 

School Advisory Council 

(SAC)  

Meeting 

 

22nd 

Student/Para Holiday 

 
 
Bell Schedule 
7:40 First Bell 

7:45 Tardy Bell 

2:45 Dismissal 
 

Gates  
The school is gated.  Entry 

and exit of the school will 

only be through the Front 

Office after 7:45 a.m.   

Dismissal gates close at 3:15 

p.m. 

 

Emergency Forms 

Please make sure that you 

review and correct your 

child’s emergency card then 

return it to school. Also, 

please update phone  

numbers if they change 

during the year. 
 

Medication  

Authorization Forms 

Please renew Medical forms 

with the nurse, Mrs. 

McMath. 

 

 
 



P A G E  2  

Please encourage 

your child to read 

at least 30 minutes 

each day. Some 

questions you may 

ask: Who is the 

story about? Where 

is the story taking 

place? When is the 

story taking place? 

What is the story 

about?  Why did 

the author write 

this story?    

Hot Topics 

Around Campus 
 

Welcome to a new school year.  I am very excited and look forward to working with 

your students.  I have 14 years experience with Polk County Schools, in grades K-8.  Most 

recently, I came from Sleepy Hill Middle School in Lakeland.  Reading is my passion, and I 

become elated when I see children who feel the same about reading as I do.  Please  

encourage your children to read every night for at least 30 minutes.  Additionally,  

students learn from hearing good readers read so hearing you read aloud to them is also a 

help.   

Looking forward to a productive school year! 

Mrs. Alathea Towles 

Assistant Principal 

Return application to the 

Garner front office with a 

cashier’s check or money 

order payable for $25 to 

Polk County School Board.  

 

Please be apart of our 

SAC Council? 

Our School Advisory  

Council (SAC) meets 4 

times a year to review  

academic progress, various  

documents, and to make  

recommendations for the 

school. 

 

Please Compete and  

Please sign and return if 

you would like to be on 

Please sign and return if you 

would like to be on the SAC 

ballot for 2014-2015. 

 

Name: 

 

_______________________ 

 

Phone: 

 

_______________________ 

 

Race: 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

Volunteers In Polk  

County Schools 

Volunteers are an important 

part of our school family. To 

maintain security on our 

campus, new volunteers 

must undergo a Florida  

Department of Law  

Enforcement background 

check at a cost of $25. This 

is a one-time tax-deductible 

fee for prospective  

Volunteers.  

If you are unsure of your 

approval status, check with 

the school office. Print an 

application at www.polk-

fl.net, keyword: volunteer. 

T I G E R  N E W S  

Communication between home and school: Please note that the student agenda is a tool to 

keep open communication between teacher and parent.  Let’s work together for the success 

of the children as related to their academics, social (behavior), and attendance. 
 

Let’s not forget 

about  

Mathematics:   

 

Grades K-2:  

Addition and  

Subtraction drills 

at home are a plus 

 

Grades 3-5:  

Multiplication and 

Division  

Quote of the Month 

“Regardless of what came before or of what has yet to come, what matters most 

right now is how I choose to respond to the challenge before me.  Will I lie down 

or will I fight? The choice is mine and I choose to Finish Strong.” 

 

~Dan Green 

 

http://www.polk-fl.net
http://www.polk-fl.net

